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L

ittle information was found about Finnish health care cooperatives. In the 1990s, a
Population (in thousands): 5,408
large number of cooperatives started in Finland in response to the depression and
the high employment rate in the country.2 The cooperatives that emerged from that
Population median age (years): 42.24
period were called “new wave cooperatives.” In 2010, a total of 92 new social, health and
welfare new cooperatives was reported by the Finnish National Board of Patents and
Population under 15 (%): 16.42
Registration, and PELLERVO Confederation of Finnish Cooperatives,3 which represents 0.3%
of Finnish new cooperatives.
Population over 60 (%): 25.9
Some new wave cooperatives, established as producer cooperatives, were created by
people with mental or psychiatric disabilities in an attempt to foster rehabilitation
Total expenditure on health as a % of
through work and promote employment for people with disabilities.4
Gross Domestic Product: 9.2
According to the Finnish Report for the International Year of Cooperatives in 2012,
several talks and presentations were held in Finland in 2012 to discuss health care
General government expenditure on
cooperatives as “one solution worthy of consideration in the structural renewal of the
health as a % of total government
Finnish health care system.”5
expenditure: 12.3
No quantitative data was found during the course of the study, due to the lack of
resources available in English. Only one second-level health care cooperative was found:
Private expenditure on health as a % of
Taltioni. In 2010, the Finnish Innovation Fund started a project to establish a Personal
total expenditure: 24.6
Health Record platform and ecosystem in Finland. Taltioni was established in 2010 to
operate the technical platform and form the business ecosystem. The cooperative mode
was chosen because it enables easy access for companies to join/resign from the ecosystem. Taltioni is thus a user cooperative and aims at
providing “citizens with a personal health account which will be available to the user throughout their lives.”6 It had 27 founding members and
currently has 63 members. All members are companies from the health IT sector, both private and public. Taltioni has three employees,
outsources lot of its operations, and works with a great many partners.7
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